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Water for Bottling Project affecting Knight, Bute, Toba and Jervis 
Inlets 
 
Applications 
• Applications have been received by BC’s Ministry of Natural Resource Operations 

(MNRO) for pairs of licences affecting streams in Knight, Bute, Toba and Jervis 
Inlets: 
o The water licence application is to remove water from each stream, to a maximum 

of 112.5 cubic metres (24,750 gallons) per day per stream 
o The land application is for Crown land at the mouth of each stream where the 

water removal would take place 
• Active applications appear to have been filed for about 40 streams, distributed across 

the four inlets, though there is uncertainty with the total number of streams 
• The first of the applications appears to have been registered in November 2008, with 

the majority of them filed in 2010 
• The purpose of the applications is to withdraw water from the streams for bottling 

elsewhere 
 
Project Description 
• The proponent describes the project as “to Extract Water from creeks in the vicinity 

of Jervis, Toba, Bute or Knight Inlet for the Purpose of Commercial Bottled Water 
Sales.” 

• Water will be collected from a skiff which approaches the stream mouth. A flexible 
hose and funnel will be placed in the stream sometimes by a worker on foot, and 
sometimes directly from the skiff by means of an articulating arm. In some cases a 
pump will be used. The description claims that no permanent land-based facility will 
be built.  

• Once the skiff’s tank is full, the skiff will offload into a barge which accompanies it 
and stays offshore.  

• The water will be barged, then most likely transported by truck, to an existing bottling 
establishment. The example provided is located in Vancouver. 

• The proponents state that the proposed withdrawal schedule is for the entire permitted 
quantity on a daily basis. 

 
Notices 
• Notices were placed in a few newspapers for some of the applications. The notices 

advised that the public can comment by a specified deadline. We are aware of only 
three recent notices (Campbell River Mirror for seven Bute Inlet streams, Powell 
River Peak for nine and eight streams respectively in Toba Inlet and Jervis Inlet). 
There were probably more notices than these, but we have not seen them. 

 
Review and Approval Process 



• Managed by MNRO and designed for single applications, not large sets of 
applications such as these which need to be considered in their entirety. 

• Consequently, this set of 40 or so pairs of applications will not be examined nor 
understood by MNRO or by the public as they should be – as a large complex project, 
unique in British Columbia, and with potential environmental impacts not readily 
understood on a stream-by-stream review.  

• BC’s Minister of Environment has the authority under the BC Environmental 
Assessment Act to designate this project as reviewable under the ACT. 

• The scope, uniqueness, and uncertainties of this water for bottling project, in addition 
to the growing public concerns, all pass the tests for reviewability: “that the project 
may have a significant adverse environmental, economic, social, heritage or health 
effect, and that the designation is in the public interest” 

 
Applicants 
• The applicants for these licences are listed as 0879144 BC Ltd., Bill Chornobay, the 

Kwiakah First Nation in conjunction with other numbered companies, and the 
Da’naxda’xw Awaetlala First Nation, also with other numbered companies.  

• All applications have William S. Chornobay in common, however, either in his own 
name, or as a director of at least one numbered company associated with each 
application. 

 
Local Governments 
• Local governments have been split on the projects. We understand that the Mt. 

Waddington Regional District supported the Da’naxda’xw Awaetlala FN applications 
in Knight Inlet. The Director for Area C in the Strathcona RD has opposed the Bute 
Inlet applications. The Powell River RD did not oppose the Toba Inlet applications, 
and the Sunshine Coast RD did oppose the Jervis Inlet applications. 

 
Sources and Disclaimer 
 
Three BC government sources have been used:  
• Water Stewardship Division of Ministry of Environment  
• Integrated Land Management Bureau of MNRO 
• Corporate Registry of BC Online 
 
The greatest effort has been made to ensure the accuracy and correctness of the 
information presented in this backgrounder. These goals are compromised by two factors; 
• Water licence information available online has not been updated since May 2010 
• Land applications are not available online after a decision has been made.  
 
Sigma Engineering, a consulting firm acting on behalf of the proponents, provided a 
package of information to the Powell River Regional District for its Planning Committee 
Meeting on November 16, 2010. It contains a description of the project for one stream, 
and is available here: http://powellriverrd.bc.ca/meetings/planningagenda161110.pdf 
 
Prepared by: Arthur Caldicott, Watershed Sentinel 


